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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE Claim Number: BL-2019-002247
BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS
OF ENGLAND AND WALES

IN THE MATTER OF THE MOBILE TELEPHONE
VOICEMAIL INTERCEPTION LITIGATION

BEFORE: THE HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE MANN

B E T W E E N:

JADE DAVIDSON

Claimant

and

NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED

Defendant

STATEMENT IN OPEN COURT

Callum Galbraith (Hamlins LLP), Solicitor for the Claimant

1 . M y L ord , in this ac tion formis u s e of private information, Iappearon behalf of the C laimant,

M s Jad e D avid s on. M y learned friend , B en S ilvers tone, appears on behalfofthe D efend ant,

N ews Grou pN ews papers L imited .

2 . The C laimantis a private ind ivid u al. S he is als o an ac tres s and s is terto the ac tres s es H olly

D avid s on and S ad ie Fros tas wellas beingthe formers is ter-in-law to the ac torJu d e L aw. The

C laimantis als o a formernanny to L ila Grac e M os s H ac k, who is the d au ghterofthe mod el

Kate M os s . A s a res u ltof the C laimant’ s high profile relations hips s he was a pers on of

interes tto the pres s .

3. The D efend antwas the pu blis her of the News of the World whic h, u ntilits c los u re in Ju ly

20 11 , was the UK’ s bigges ts elling S u nd ay news paperwith a very c ons id erable read ers hipin

this ju ris d ic tion. The D efend antwas , and remains , the pu blis herofThe Sun whic h s tillenjoys

a s u bs tantialc irc u lation and read ers hip in this ju ris d ic tion both in the hard c opies of its

pu blic ations and on its webs ite.
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4. In D ec ember 20 19, the C laimantis s u ed proc eed ings agains tthe D efend ant. M s D avid s on

c laimed thathervoic emailmes s ages were interc epted by the D efend ant’ s jou rnalis ts and that

as a res u lt, thes e jou rnalis ts wou ld have been privy to herprivate and c onfid entialvoic email

mes s ages lefton hermobile telephone by others .

5. The C laimant id entified a nu mber of artic les that were pu blis hed by the D efend ant’ s

news papers between 20 0 0 and 20 1 0 whic h s he c laimed c ontained private information abou t

her and thos e c los es tto her. D u ring this time, the C laimantc laimed thats he u s ed her

voic emailextens ively and s he wou ld regu larly rec eive and leave voic emailmes s ages .

6. The C laimantfu rtherc laimed thatas a res u ltofthes e pu blic ations , s he bec ame s u s pic iou s as

to who mightbe the s ou rc e of the private information thatwas being pu blis hed by the

D efend ant's news papers and itwas alleged thatthe artic les generated mis tru s twithin her

c irc le ofc los e friend s and family.

7 . The C laimantis pleas ed to c onfirm thats he has ac c epted the D efend ant's offerto res olve her

c laim on terms c onfid entialbetween the parties , bu twhic h involve the D efend antagreeing to

pay s u bs tantiald amages to heras wellas herreas onable legalc os ts of bringing the c laim .

The D efend anthas als o provid ed the nec es s ary u nd ertakings to the C ou rtand the C laimant,

and ithas agreed to join in this s tatementto apologis e to the C laimantpu blic ly forthe d is tres s

c au s ed to her by the invas ion of her privac y by ind ivid u als working for or on behalf of the

News of the World. The D efend antmakes no ad mis s ion ofliability in relation to the C laimant's

allegations ofvoic emailinterc eption and /orotheru nlawfu linformation gatheringatThe Sun.

Ben Silverstone, Counsel for the Defendant

8 . M y L ord , on behalfofthe D efend ant, Ic onfirm everythingmy learned Friend has s aid .

9. The D efend antis here tod ay, throu ghme, to offerits s inc ere apologies to the C laimantforthe

d is tres s c au s ed to herby the invas ion ofherprivac y by ind ivid u als working fororon behalfof

the News of the World. The D efend antac knowled ges thats u c h ac tivity s hou ld never have

taken plac e, and thatithad no rightto intru d e into the private life ofthe C laimantin this way.

Callum Galbraith (Hamlins LLP), Solicitor for the Claimant

10 . M y L ord , in lightof the ord er thathas been mad e, and this pu blic s tatement, the C laimant

c ons id ers thatthe matteris now c onc lu d ed .

… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … …

Hamlins LLP Clifford Chance LLP

Solicitors for the Claimant Solicitors for the Defendant


