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CLAIM NUMBER: BL-2022-000082

IN TH E H IGH COURTOFJUSTICE
BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS OFENGLAND AND W ALES
BUSINESS LIST

IN TH E MATTER OFTH E MOBILE TELEPH ONE VOICMEAILINTERCEPTION LITGATION

BEFORE: TH E H ONORABLE MR JUSTICE FANCOURT

B E T W E E N:

CATALINA GUIRADO

Claimant

and

NEW S GROUP NEW SPAPERS LIMITED

De fe ndant

STATEMENT IN OPEN COURT

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Danie lSh aw, H amlinsLLP, Solicitorforth e Claimant

1. MyLord, inthisactionformisuseofprivateinformation, IappearonbehalfoftheClaimant,

Ms Catalina Guirado. My learned friend, Mr Silverstone, appears on behalfofthe

Defendant, NewsGroupNewspapersLimited.

2. MsGuiradoisaformermodel, actressandtelevisionpersonalitywhowasaregularonthe

televisionshow TFI Friday andacontestantonITV'sI'm a Celebrity… Get Me Out of Here!

in2003. Throughouthercareer, MsGuiradoassociatedwithanumberofotherwell-known

individuals in the entertainmentand modelling industries with whom she forged close

friendshipsorwasromanticallyinvolved. MsGuiradopleadedthatasaresultofherwork
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andhigh-profilerelationships, shewasapersonofconsiderableinteresttothepress. Ms

GuiradoassertsthattheDefendanttargetedherforthesereasons.

3. TheDefendantwasthepublisheroftheNews of the World which, untilitsclosureinJuly

2011, wastheUK'sbiggestsellingSundayNewspaperwithaveryconsiderablereadership

in thisjurisdiction. The Defendantwas, andremains, thepublisherofThe Sun which, to

thisday, enjoysasubstantialcirculationandreadershipinthisjurisdiction, bywayofhard

copysalesofthenewspaperandviaitswebsite.

4. In January 2022, Ms Guirado issued proceedings againstthe Defendant. Ms Guirado

assertedthathervoicemailmessageswereinterceptedbytheDefendant'sjournalistsand

she claimed that, as a result, those journalists were privy to private and confidential

voicemailmessageslefton hermobile telephone byothers, such asherfriends, family,

colleaguesandotherprofessionalassociates. MsGuiradoalsopleadedthattheDefendant

hadunlawfullyobtainedherpersonalinformationbydeception.

5. Ms Guirado identified a numberofarticles published between 19 9 6 and 2007 by the

Defendant'snewspapers, theNews of the World andThe Sun, whichMsGuiradoclaimed

contained herprivate information and which she believed was obtained by unlawful

means. Between19 9 6 and 2007, MsGuiradoused hervoicemailextensivelyandwould

regularlyreceiveandleavevoicemailmessages.

6. Ms Guirado furtherclaimed thatas a resultofthe Defendant’s articles, she became

paranoidandsuspiciousastowhowasthesourceoftheprivateinformationpublishedin

the Defendant’s newspapers. Ms Guirado alleged thatthis caused herconsiderable

distressandherreputationsufferedasaresult.
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7. MsGuiradoispleasedtoconfirm thatshehasacceptedtheDefendant'soffertoresolve

herclaim on terms confidentialbetween the parties and which involve the paymentof

substantialdamagesbythe Defendantto her, aswellasherreasonable legalcostsof

bringingtheclaim. TheDefendanthasalsoprovidedappropriateundertakingstotheCourt

and MsGuirado and ithas agreed to join in this statementto apologise publicly to Ms

Guiradoforthedistresscausedtoherbytheinvasionofherprivacybyindividualsworking

fororonbehalfoftheNews of the World. TheDefendantmakesnoadmissionofliability

in relation to Ms Guirado’s allegations ofvoicemailinterception and/orotherunlawful

informationgatheringatThe Sun.

Be nSilve rstone , Counse lforth e De fe ndant

8. MyLord, onbehalfoftheDefendant, Iconfirm everythingthatmyfriendhassaid.

9 . TheDefendantisheretoday, throughme, toofferitssincereapologiestoMsGuiradofor

thedistresscausedtoherbytheinvasionofherprivacybyindividualsworkingfororon

behalfofthe News of the World. The Defendantacknowledgesthatsuchactivityshould

neverhavetakenplace, andthatithadnorighttointrudeintotheprivatelifeofMsGuirado

inthisway.

Danie lSh aw, H amlinsLLP, Solicitorforth e Claimant

10. MyLord, inlightoftheorderthathasbeenmade, andthispublicstatement, MsGuirado

considersthatthematterisnow concluded.

… … … … … … … … … … … . … … … … … … … … … … … .

H amlinsLLP Clifford Ch ance LLP
Solicitorsforth e Claimant Solicitorsforth e De fe ndant


